Vilmos K 0 n d dBesbtSelling Hungarian Crime Thriller Brought to the Screen
byEv@&8r dos

Hungary, 201795 min.,DCP, 1:1,85¢olour,Sound 5.1 Linear PCM
-Hungarian withEnglish subtitles

Best Original Score- Foreign Language Film
Hollywood Music in Media Awards 2017

World Premiere @Chicago IFF
Hungarian releas® Novembe017 by Big Bang Media

TRAILER

Pioneer Picturespresents with the support of thkeingarian National Film Fund
aflmbyEva G8rdos
Music byAttila Pacsay Costume designekndrea FleschProduction designdPater Sparrow EditorM8 t y 8§ s

FeketeSoundAt t i | aDoPRzse®®r Rag8lyi, M8rton Rag§8lyi
Based on the novel &filmos Kondor Screenplaybpndr 8 s Sz e k ®r
Executive produceYilmos Kondor Associate produceis| e on - r a PAatal§ k Il ona

Produced by | di k - [Nrecra®uyfyv @8 r do s

CONTACTS
HNFF World Salesklaudia.androsovits@filmalap.harr.krisztina@filmalap.hu
FESTIVAL: marta.benyei@filmalap.hkati.vajda@filmalap.hu
PRESSpapp.csaba@filmalap.hu



mailto:klaudia.androsovits@filmalap.hu
mailto:orr.krisztina@filmalap.hu
mailto:marta.benyei@filmalap.hu
mailto:kati.vajda@filmalap.hu
mailto:papp.csaba@filmalap.hu
https://www.chicagofilmfestival.com/film/budapest-noir
http://hnffworldsales.com/films/current-films/item/209-budapest-noir

TENKI REKA CAST

Kriszti8n Kolovratnik (Gordon]
Tam8s Fo)dJog&rn o(sM-Krul ka ( Mr . Sz RI
Kov 8t sSz(RMrlZRy )t, Anger (Gel l ®rt
(Ver©°s Rvjaarngc-i)s,ka T°r Rcsi k ( Fan
(Ter ®z, ¥zdlsgl cs Thur - -czy ( Sk
Muc s i (Vogel ), |l stv8n Hunyadk.
(Pojva), Zoltg&8n Schneider (Cs
Tibor G8=¢t@Turfchim€gnes BENf a
e (secretayy ®al ®1 3% aGal k- (Kov§8cl
(Kalocsai)

! R®ka Tenki WhEsropednoteWatcht o 0
KONDOR VILMOS RESENYE ALAPAN ‘ 2010 Yayety

SHORTSYNOPSIY Budapest, 1936. The Hungarian prime minister returns from Germany in a coffin,
his dream of making Hungary into a fascist state snuffedl fartnow. Crime reporter Zsigmond Gordon
has other things on his mind. A cynic who thinks he has seen it all,eatip him to an unusual crime
scene in a seedy part of the city beautiful, weldressed young woman is dead, with only a Jewish
prayer book in her purse...Investigating the mystery girl's murder, Gordon enters a world of
pornographers, brothels and Comist cells leading to the highest echelons of power. The more people
try to scare him away, the deeper he digs in, not knowing who to trust, or what ulterior motives are
working against him and tteuth.

LONG SYNOPSIS Budapest, 1936lhe Hungarian pme ]
minister returns from Germany in a coffiiis dream of making RUEILLUILECIVALL
Hungary into a fascist state snuffedadibr now.
Crime reporter Zsigmond Gordon has other things on his min
A cynic who thinks hénas seen it all, a tip leads him to an
unusual crime sec in a seedy part of thity - a beautiful, wel
dressed young woman is dead, with only a Jewish playak in
her purse. His curiosityisarousedi dndét he | u
sexyphoto in the office of the Chief of Police? But an official
stonewallblocksi nvesti gation of the
provoking Gordon to solve the puzdé&her demise. Enlisting
the help of Krisztina, the beautiful photographer wwhoe broke
his heart and whom he doesn't fully trust, Gordon pursues his
own investigatia, following a murder suspect into the city's
dark underbelly. Gordoenters a world of pornographers,
brothels and Communist cells leading to iighest echelons of
power. The more people try to scare him away, the déeper
digs in, not knowing who taust, or what ulterior motives are
working againshim and the truth. Driven by one thing, finding

the girl 6s ki Endangeredjoumaistis theonlg aneswho spémg to care in a world gone
madwi t h Hitler | ooming on Hungaryds horizon.

urder

GARDOS EVA Fune

KONDOR VILMOS REGENYE ALAPIAN
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£ V A5 C R D QsSnawardwinningfilm directorandeditor
bornin Hungarywho beganher professionatareerasateachelin
NewYork Ci t tgughesschoolsii T Kidsin Harlemweremy
firsti nf | usaysGarlosh T hteaghyoualotaboutl i f e

FrancisFord CoppolagaveGardosherfirst job in movies,
working asa productionassistanbnC o p p cepicAposalypse
Now in thePhilippines. WhenCoppolaaskedherwhatjob she
wasinterestedn sheimmediatelyrepliedé d i r didearped 6 .
moreonthatfilm thanl would havein anyfilm s ¢ h oshdsaysh
i F r awasrealsy my teachemandto thisdayl remainin touch
with himandhisf ami | y. o

Shewentonto establisha careerasafilm editor (Valley Girl,
Mask, Bastard Out of Carolina), working with distinguished
directorssuchasBarbetSchroederPeterBogdanovichand
AnjelicaHuston.A A bf thefilms | workedonhadadarks i d e
sherecalls.ii | @lwaysattractedo books,movies,artandmusic
thataredangerouspddly beautifulandfunnyin weirdwa y s .
In 1997 Andy Vajnaaskedherto cometo Hungaryto editthe
comedyOut of Order (A miniszterf ® | r Ehht®gsherfirst expenencervorklngln BudapestA few
yearslatersheeditedChildren of Glory ( S z a b &ztreléng.,

£ v asoreenwriing andfeaturefilm directorialdebut,An American Rhapsody, starredayoungScarlett
JohanssorThefilm wasbasednthetruelife eventsof £ v af@msly escapingrom Hungaryin the

1 9 5 Andkeingforcedto leavetheirinfantchild ( £ vbahind.£ v spentsix yearsin Hungarywith
fosterparentsbeforerejoiningherbiological parentdn America.This wasa traumaticexperiencdor her.
i | @&awersurewhich countryl reallybelongt oshesays.i P e r thoth.dmatis afeelingthatonly
immigrantscanunder st and. 0

After discoveringthe bestsellingHungariamovel,BudapestNoir, shereturnedio Hungaryto develop
anddirectthefilm version,"The minutel finishedthe novel,which| readin English,l wasdeterminedo
makethisfilm. After makingAn AmericanRhapsodya very personaktory,| wasexcitedby the ideaof
makinga genrefilm with political undertonesl lovedtheideaof Budapesbeinga characteof thefilm.
Right from the startit wasanadventuresinceVilmos Kondor,theauthorof the book,is a pseudonynand
sofirst we hadto find this mysterymanto securgher i ght s . 0

Theprocesf adaptinghebook (with thelateA n d IS & & kn®afeaturefilm wasdifficult, requiring
agreatmanycreativechoicesfi wwantedto makea periodfilm thatlookedauthenticallylike Budapestn
the 1930sbut wasnotjustimitating classc film noir. Forinstance] wantedKrisztinato beamodern
womanwho holdshero wn . 0

Thecastingof thefilm wasalengthyprocessfi Ma pepplesaidtherewasn'ta Hungarianactorwho
couldplaythemaincharacterGordon shesays.fi B wéfoundhim! OurstarsK r i s Kalovrdnik
andR ® KTrenki arebothwonderfulactorswho understoodheir charactersindtheir complicated
relationship Thelargesupportingcastarethefinestactorsin Hungaryo

BudapesiNoir is producedoy PioneerP i ¢ t lidik eKsebm ® fin her,| foundatruepartneranda
lifetimef r i end. 0o

Representelly GershAgency
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Filmographyaswriter & director

BudapestNoir - director,producedby lldiko Kem&y / PioneerPictures

An American Rhapsodyi writer, director,SevenArts / ParamounPictures
Too Young to be A Dad - director,Lifetime TV

Magic Boys- co-director,editor,B&B Ent.

Children of Glory i co-writer, editor,producecby AndrewG. Vajna/ Cinergi
Unknown Soldieri co-writer with JohnDensmore The DoorslInc.

Filmographyaseditor

The Truth About Lies Phil Alloco writer, director, RumpusEnt.

J e n WeddmgMary AgnesDonogue writer, directorMM Prod
Harvestof Empire- A History of Latin Immigrationby JuanGonzalez
Childrenof Glory, AndrewG. Vajna, producer

In The Time of the Butterflies, Tony Bill, HelenBartlettproducers
ShowtimeAgnesBrowneAnjelica Huston,director/ USA Films

The Informant Jim McBride director/ Showtime

Outof Order,AndrewG. Vajna, producer

BastardOut of Caroina Anjelica Huston,director/ Showtime

Mask PeterBogdanovictdirector/ Universal

Barfly, BarbetSchroededirector/ Cannon

Thingsto doIn DenverWhenY o u ®ead GaryFlederdirector/ Miramax
Paradisaviary, AgnesDonaghudlirector/ Disney

Waiting for the Light, ChrisMongerdirector/ Miramax
MurderersAmongstUs, Bian Gibsondirector/ HBO

Underthe CherryMoon, Princedirector/ WarnerBros.

Valley Girl, MarthaCoolidgedirector/ Atlantic Release

NYFA professodirectingandediting
Memberof DirectorsGuild of America, The Academyof Motion PicturesandEditorsGuild
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| LDI KEMENY
producer

Latestcredits
include,
apartfrom
@udapestNoira

Co-producer

Col etted
Bold Films, Number
9 Films, Killer Films
feature

Director: Wash
Westmoreland
Cast:Keira
Knightley, Dominic
West

Co-producerRedSparr owbo
20th CenturyFox feature

Director: FrancisLawrence
Cast:JenniferLawrence JoelEdgerton

Co-producerdMars 1& 2 6
NationalGeographic/Imagine/RadickediaTV series

Director: EverardoGout

Cast:Jihae Alberto Ammann,ClementinePoidatz AnamariaMarinca

ProductionExecutivedStrike Back 6 6

Left BankPicturesHBO-Sky-TV series
Director/ExedProducerMichaelJ Bassett
Cast:WarrenBrown, Phil Dunster,RoxanneMcKeee

Production Executiveélhe Crown 2 6
Left BankPictures Netflix TV series
Directors:StepherDaldry, Philip Martin
Cast:Claire Foy, Matt Smith

Co-producerdtomicBl onde 6
FocusFeatureSierrai feature
Director: David Leitch
Cast:CharlizeTheron,JamesVicAvoy
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Co-Producel o nBrte at hed
GoodUniverse- feature

Director: FedeAlvarez
Cast:StepherLang,JanelLevy

Education

InsidePicturesUK

MediaBusinessSchool/Spain

ACE (Ateliersdu CinemaEuropeen)France- ProducerdrainingCourse
The NationalFilm andTelevisionSchool,UK - Producer£ourse
EastWestProducersseminarsL.ondonandPrague
RyersonPolytechniclnstitute, TorontoandCanada MotionPictureCourse
BudapesEotvosLorandUniversityof Science Graduatedvith aBSc

Personal awards
i PRODUCEBRBE MOVET UK & Canned-ilm Festival2001
fi N E DIRECTIONSO 9 6 NY & LosAngeles- First Film Foundation
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PRODUCTION / Originally publishedn 2008,BudapestNoir, the novelprovedpopularwith
both public andcritics, andbecameninstantbestsellerwhich sparkedseverakequelsandhas
goneonto appeain numeroudanguagesroundthe world.

Setin thepolitically-troubledautumnof 1936,the storyfollows ZsigmondGordon,a world-
wearyreporteraskingunwantedquestionsaboutthe seeminglyunimportantmurderof a young
prostitutefound beaterto deathanddumpedn a courtyard While supposedlyoveringthe
funeralof fascistleaningreatlife Hungarianprime ministerGyulaG°® mb &g don 6 s
investigationeadshim deepinto thec i tdgrkusderbelly- ashadowworld of pornographers,
fixers,all-nighti s mo k oxingrings,seedybrothels powerful crime syndicatesand
Communistcells- all thewayto the highestechelonof power,whereoneof Hu n g amost 6 s
influential businesgiguresplansto makea fortunethroughhis political tiestoGe r many 6 s
leadership aslong ashe cansomehowkeepsecrethefactthatheis of Jewishheritage.

Capturingthe atmospheridook of 1936Budapestawardwinning cinematographelemer

Ragalyil 6 Ra s p AAmencanR h a p s @ @ glBsnl apmodudtiondesignePater
Sparrowand costumedesignerAndreaFlesch( 6o mp a® V [Bleildhoodof al e a dager 6 )
shoding at authentidocationsthroughouthe historiccity.

i 6 Bu dM@iewd dbePionee i c t first Husgarianp r o d u didK @ m ®af Bioneer
Picturey 6 TDulkeeofBur g ud B ly & noi Hhogubdpi At io8Mi ccn@ R &g ar romevd ) ,
of theleadingproducerf internationalfilms in Hungary.ii A f somanyfilms shootingin
Budapestvhereour greatcity stoodfor Berlin, Paris,andevenBaltimore,we aregladto
producearealHungarianstoryin whichBudapestanbeBu dapest . 0
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0 B u d d\pire @asadaptedor thescreerby thelate AndrasS z e k ® Thoet e b fvom khé )
original novelby Vilmos Kondor,thefirst of a highly successfuseriesfirst publishedn 2008.
ZsigmondGordon,K o n d ocepoéteshero,hasoftenbeencomparedvith the detective
protagonisin Philip K e r BeéneGuntherhistoricalthriller series.

Vilmos Kondoris the pseudonynof the secretiveauthorwhoserealidentity remainsunknown.
Thefilm wasdevelopedandsupportedy the HungarianNationalFilm Fundwho recertly
financedCannesGrandPrix, GoldenGlobeandOscarwinner6 Sofis a u | 6 .

EvaG a r d2002drectingdebutfor ParamounPictures® AAmericanR h a p s stadring ,
Nastassj&inski, ScarlettJohanssoand Tony Goldwyn,waspatrtially shotin Budapestand
starredmanyof the Hungarianactorscastin 6 B u d a&Npeé gt .

Gardossaid,ii hadbeenlooking for afilm to makein thecity of my birth andl knewthis best
sellingbookwould makeathrilling picturewhereBudapests actuallya chaacteronthescreen.
| t goeattoworkwith E | e R®@ 1g S8dloggwith actorsandcrew!| 0 woekedwith before,and
aftera6-monthsearchwe foundK r i s Kdlovrdnik whois a perfectGordonin theleading
rol e. o

CONTACTS
HNFF World Salesklaudia.androsovits@filmalap.harr.krisztina@filmalap.hu
FESTIVAL: marta.benyei@filmalap.hkati.vajda@filmalap.hu
PRESSpapp.csaba@filmalap.hu



mailto:klaudia.androsovits@filmalap.hu
mailto:orr.krisztina@filmalap.hu
mailto:marta.benyei@filmalap.hu
mailto:kati.vajda@filmalap.hu
mailto:papp.csaba@filmalap.hu

ABOUT THE NOVEL /VilmosK o n d orimétlsriller BudapesiNoir - anovelproved
popularwith both public andcritics whenit wasoriginally publishedn 2008andhasgoneonto
appeain numerousganguagesroundtheworld (HarperCollinsPublishers

A dark,riveting, andlightning fastnovelof murder,intrigue,andpolitical corruption,setin 1936
Hungaryduringtherise of Adolph Hitler andthe Nazisin GermanyBudapesiNoir marksthe
emergencef anextraordinarynewvoicein literary crimefiction, Vilmos Kondor.

K o n d eemakablaelebutbringsthis Europearcity to breathtakindife - from thewealthy
residentiaheighborhoodsf Budato the slumsof Pest- asit follows crimereporterZsigmond
Go r d mvestigationinto the strangedeathof a beautifulwoman.As Go r d eearéh®r the
truth leadshim to shockingrevelationsabouta seedyundergroundrime syndicateandits
corruptpolitical patrons BudapesiNoir will transportyou to adarktime andplace,andhold you
therespellbounduntil thefinal pageis turned.

V';rr;1 :s -VILMOS KONDOR-
Kondor B DMF T

Wegirads betseller!
Sylony hryminel,
Merrgo ehchs tocay sie

w yrovéwogenrgm

g Z -<ar..
Vilmos

I Kémdor
| *} Budapest la noire

RIVAGES /THRILER

PUBLISHERSNVEEKLYReview Setin thefall of 1936,HungarianauthorKkon d or 6 s
atmospheriaebutintroducesZsigmondGordon,the crimereporterfor the Evening,a Budapest
newspaperGordonis lessinterestedn coveringthefuneralof reatlife Hungarianprime
ministerGyulaG °© m b (%l hadbeenii aincerefriend of Italy. And, of course of Mussolini.
AndH i t Itheamindnvestigatingthe murderof ayoungprostitutefoundon a seedy
neighborhoodtreetwith a Jewishprayerbookin herpurse.Gordonworks his contactsn the
policeforce,includinghomicideheadVladimir Gel ®whi happendo possess photoof the
victim naked,andsleuthshis way into the cigarettelitteredlair of a voluptuouscourtesarknown
asRedMargo. In classicnoir fashion,he eventakesa savageéeatingandkeepson ticking. Fans
of Philip K e r Betn®GuntherseriegField Gray,etc.)will find alot to like.
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PRESS

Chicago International Film Festival, Day 2
CULTUREDVULTURES/ Devvon Eubanks

09/11/2017
It is 1936: a gloomy and dreary period. Hunga
streets are |ittered with Nazi s, Hi t ]l er i's co

mysterious death in Budapest starts a criminal investigation in Eva G8mtdapest Noir, a

murder mystery based on the 2012 novel of the same name. Zsigmond Gordon (Krisztian
Kolovratnik) is a welknown crime journalist for a local newspaper who is covering the funeral
ofthefascist eani ng Pr i me Mi n iafset neeeting@mystefoss.won@aniea day ,
caf® a few days prior, Gordon finds the corps
beaten to death in a courtyard. On top of that, when Gordon later visits the morgue to look at the
body, the corpseturnsupi ssi ng. Suspecting foul play, Gord
underbellyi a world of boxing rings, brothels, and influential businessimengather clues

about the murder and uncover the dark secrets behind what is occurring.

What is instantly notieable in this film is its vintage atmosphere and setting. It has the distinct
feeling of a classic 1950s detective drama, complete with jazz music, a smoky atmosphere, old
school Hungarian dialects and conversations, introspective narration, and dgmttyish

filter. Needless to say, Gardos nails the ambiance extremelyéwell.
https://culturedvultures.com/chicagaternationatfilm -festivalday-2-favelaolimpicabudapest
noir-pre-crime-blue-years

Budapest Noir: Murder on Nagydi - -fa street
Eva Gardos directs a classic film noir thriller, delving into the slums of the Hungarian capital in
1936.

CINEUROPA/ FabienLemercier

06/11/2017

"I've worked in the world of crime for so long that I've developed a sixth sense; things are never
what they seem." 1tés with pure devotion to t
wayward witnesses, twists apdorly concealed threats, tHata Gardoshas submerged

herself, bringindBudapest Noito the big screen, adapted from the eponymous nowilimps

Kondor, with the screenplay writtdoy Andras Szeker But the feature film, which was

released in Hungarian cinemaskig Bang Mediecon 2 November following a world premiere

at the Chicago Film Festival, hasadd a wei ghty historical 1ingred,]
recipe, with the plot taking place in 1936 in Hungary, where the shadow of fascism is spreading.
The film opens to the fanfare of Prime Minist

station, &er having ended an alliance with Nazi Germany.
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A journalist specialising in criminal cases, trained in the United States and vergowe#cted

in police circles, Zsigmond Gordon (the incredikle i s Kolavratnik ) has no interest in

politics. Described as cynical by his family, he considers himself to be more of a realist who only
trusts himself. Always keeping an eye out for the slightest sign of a corpse on the horizon,
Gordon is obsessed with the prospect okimgthe headlines by dealing with "the destiny of

those for whom death is the last stop.” And as you may have guessed, a fitting case pops up
following the discovery of the body of an unknown womiraticiska T © r o ); aban#oned in

the courtyard of a d@y neighbourhood. Previously a prostitute in a city where misery abounds,
the victim catches the attention of Zsigmond who has already happened upon her by chance after
catching a glimpse of a revealing picture of her while nosing about (almost secamrdtodiim)

in the office of his friend, Police Chief Gelle#qolt Anger).

The disappearance of the corpse from the morgue confirms his intuition to follow the case and,

aided by KrisztinaR e k §  Ywatmvihom he's having an affair, he traces theydback to a
photographer§zabolcs Thuroczy, before sinking into the city slums, with local gangsters

(Zoltan Schneidel), luxury brothels Kata Dobo), and the very chic Ring Klub managed by

Bar on Andr 3asos iSukd). But Risssjubb@rnness to dme@r the truth becomes more

and more perilousé

With classical craftsmanshiBudapest Noishines particularly brilliantly thanks to the very

accomplished patina of its reconstruction, owing a lot to the taldfieofer Ragalyi, director

of photography, rad Pater Sparrow, responsi ble for the fil mébs se
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